This partially prepared syllabus illustrates how to integrate Edwards, et al., Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy and MyPoliSciLab into your course. The sample syllabus provides recommendations on using some of the resources available through MyPoliSciLab, but not all of the material in MyPoliSciLab is covered here. Please modify this syllabus to meet your individual and institutional needs.


sample SYLLABUS: introduction to AMERICAN GOVERNMENT
Course Overview

The goal of this course is to familiarize students with the structures, functions, and processes of American government.  We begin with the premise that politics matters. We focus on the intersection of politics and public policy, emphasizing the role of the government has on the daily lives of every American. In doing so, we will explore the philosophical and historical roots of American politics, the three branches of government, and various political institutions like the media and political parties. By the end of the course, students should have the skills, knowledge, and motivation necessary to be engaged citizens in the American polity. 
By the end of the course, you should be able to:

· Explain how government and politics impacts your daily life;

· Recognize and evaluate the basic debates and issues in American government and American political history;

· Explain and critically assess the formal and informal political institutions, and their respective roles, in American politics;
· Identify and describe the key functions of the three branches of government;
· Assess the causes and consequences of different forms of political participation, and outline the ways in which individuals and groups can affect political outcomes in the United States; 
· Explain how public policy is made; and 

· Assess the impact of public policy on the daily lives of American citizens.

Required Texts.
· George C. Edwards, Martin P. Wattenberg, and Robert L. Lineberry. Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy (New York: Pearson Longman).
· MyPoliSciLab (www.mypoliscilab.com), which includes practice tests, multimedia activities, and more to reinforce your understanding of the textbook.

Recommended Texts. You are encouraged to follow current events by regularly reading:
· The PoliSci News Review blog, available through MyPoliSciLab, offers analysis and discussion of current events using the concepts covered in this course.

· The AP Newsfeeds, also available through MyPoliSciLab, follows political news from the United States and around the world.
Additional Resources. If you need help completing writing assignments or accessing primary sources, you should be aware of the following resources that are also available through MyPoliSciLab.
· MySearchLab is an excellent starting point for research and writing resources. It also includes full-text access to academic journals and news sources.
· MyPoliSciLibrary provides access to the most important primary sources in the American politics and history.
Course Calendar

Week 1. Foundations of American Government
Learning Objectives:
· 1.1: Identify the key functions of government and explain why they matter. 
· 1.3: Assess how citizens can have an impact on public policy and how policies can impact people. 
· 2.5: Analyze how the components of the Madisonian system addressed the dilemma of reconciling majority rule with the protection of minority interests. 
· 2.6: Compare and contrast the Federalists and Anti-Federalists in terms of their background and their positions regarding government. 
· 2.8: Assess whether the Constitution establishes a majoritarian democracy and how it limits the scope of government. 
· 3.1: Define federalism and explain its consequences for American politics and policy. 
· 3.2: Outline what the Constitution says about division of power between national and state governments and states' obligations to each other, and trace the increasing importance of the national government. 

Text Readings:

· Edwards, et al., Chapters 1, 2 and 3
· Chapter Pre-Test: Before beginning the readings, be sure to take the chapter pre-tests to get a sense of the material’s relevancy. Organize your time by using the study plans created by these pre-tests.

MyPoliSciLab Activities:
· Videos. Watch and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:
· Mexico Border Security

· States Consider Mandatory Vaccine

· The Bailout Hearings 

· Chicago Gun Laws 

· Facebook Privacy Concerns

· The President Addresses School Children 

· Animal Sacrifice and Free Exercise

· Polygamy and the U.S. Constitution 

· Proposition 8 

· The Real ID or
· Water Wars 

· Simulations. Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· What Are American Civil Values? 

· You Are James Madison 

· You Are Proposing a Constitutional Amendment 

· You Are a Restaurant Owner or
· You Are a Federal Judge 

· Comparative Exercise: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Comparing Constitutions or
· Comparing Federal and Unitary Systems 

· Timeline: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· The History of Constitutional Amendments or
· Federalism and the U.S. Supreme Court 

· Visual Literacy: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· The American System of Checks and Balances or 

· Federalism and Regulations 

· Citizenship Test: Take the citizenship test and see how you would fare as a foreigner attempted to gain U.S. citizenship.
· Post-Test: Check your comprehension of the concepts presented in the text and get a detailed study plan by taking the practice tests for Chapters 1, 2, and 3. The online flashcards can also be used to test your vocabulary.
· Chapter Exam: Complete the chapter exam and submit it for a grade.

· Current Events Quiz: Complete this week’s current events quiz to test your knowledge of major political events.
· Weekly Poll: Take the weekly poll and discover the values and beliefs held by other students of American government from across the country.

Week 2. Civil Rights and Civil Liberties
Learning Objectives:
· 4.1: Trace the process by which the Bill of Rights has been applied to the states. 

· 4.6: Characterize defendants' rights and identify issues that arise in their implementation. 
· 4.8: Assess how civil liberties affect democratic government and how they both limit and expand the scope of government. 

· 5.1: Differentiate the Supreme Court's three standards of review for classifying people under the equal protection clause. 

· 5.7: Establish how civil rights policy advances democracy and increases the scope of government. 
Text Readings:
· Edwards, et al., Chapters 4 and 5
· Chapter Pre-Test: Before beginning the readings, be sure to take the chapter pre-tests to get a sense of the material’s relevancy. Organize your time by using the study plans created by these pre-tests.

MyPoliSciLab Activities:
· Videos: Watch and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Funeral Protesters Push for Limit of Free Speech 

· D.Cs Right to Bear Arms 

· Supreme Court Rules on Diversity in Public Schools or
· Should Don't Ask Don't Tell Go Away? 

· Simulation. Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· You Are a Supreme Court Justice Deciding a Free Speech Case,

· You Are a Police Officer 

· Balancing Liberty and Security in a Time of War 

· You Are Redrawing the Districts in Your State or
· You Are the Mayor and Need to Make Civil Rights Decisions 

· Comparative Exercise: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Comparing Civil Liberties or
· Comparing Civil Rights 

· Timeline: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Civil Liberties and National Security 

· The Civil Rights Movement  

· The Mexican-American Civil Rights Movement 

· Women's Struggle for Equality or
· The Struggle for Equal Protection 

· Visual Literacy: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· Race and the Death Penalty 

· Post-Test: Check your comprehension of the concepts presented in the text and get a detailed study plan by taking the practice tests for Chapters 4 and 5. The online flashcards can also be used to test your vocabulary.
· Chapter Exam: Complete the chapter exam and submit it for a grade.

· Current Events Quiz: Complete this week’s current events quiz to test your knowledge of major political events.

· Weekly Poll: Take the weekly poll and discover the values and beliefs held by other students of American government from across the country.

Week 3. Media and Public Opinion
Learning Objectives:

· 6.2: Outline how various forms of socialization shape political opinions. 
· 6.4: Assess the influence of political ideology on Americans' political thinking and behavior. 
· 6.6: Analyze how public opinion about the scope of government guides political behavior. 
· 7.1: Describe how American politicians choreograph their messages through the mass media. 
· 7.4: Analyze the impact the media has on what policy issues Americans think about. 
· 7.6: Assess the impact of the mass media on the scope of government and democracy in America. 
Text Readings:

· Edwards, et al., Chapters 6 and 7
· Chapter Pre-Test: Before beginning the readings, be sure to take the chapter pre-tests to get a sense of the material’s relevancy. Organize your time by using the study plans created by these pre-tests.

MyPoliSciLab Activities:

· Videos: Watch and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· America's Aging Population 

· Obama Approval Rating

· Opinion Poll on the U.S. Economy 

· Candidates Court College Students

· Chicago Worker Protest

· Remembering the Los Angeles Riots

· Teen Sues for Equal Protection

· Who is in the Middle Class? 

· You Tube Politics or
· The Pentagon's Media Message 

· Simulation. Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· You Are a Polling Consultant 

· You Are the Leader of Concerned Citizens for World Justice or
· You Are the News Editor 

· Comparative Exercise: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Comparing Political Landscapes 

· Comparing Governments and Public Opinion or
· Comparing News Media 

· Timeline: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· War, Peace, and Public Opinion or
· Three Hundred Years of American Mass Media 

· Visual Literacy:  Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Using the Census to Understand Who Americans Are 

· Who are Liberals and Conservatives? What's the Difference? or
· Use of the Media by the American Public 

· Post-Test: Check your comprehension of the concepts presented in the text and get a detailed study plan by taking the practice tests for Chapters 6 and 7. The online flashcards can also be used to test your vocabulary.

· Chapter Exam: Complete the chapter exam and submit it for a grade.

· Current Events Quiz: Complete this week’s current events quiz to test your knowledge of major political events.

· Weekly Poll: Take the weekly poll and discover the values and beliefs held by other students of American government from across the country.

Week 4. Political Parties
Learning Objectives:

· 8.1: Identify the functions that political parties perform in American democracy. 
· 8.3: Describe how political parties are organized in the United States. 
· 8.5: Differentiate the various party eras in American history. 
· 8.6: Assess both the impact of third parties on American politics and their limitations. 
· 8.7: Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of responsible party government. 
Text Readings:

· Edwards, et al., Chapter 8
· Chapter Pre-Test: Before beginning the readings, be sure to take the chapter pre-tests to get a sense of the material’s relevancy. Organize your time by using the study plans created by these pre-tests.

MyPoliSciLab Activities:

· Videos: Watch and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Senator Specter Switches Parties

· New Ballots Bring New Complications in New York

· Green Party Candidates Stay on Ballot

· Republicans and Democrats Divide on Tax Cut or
· Tea Party Victories Concern For GOP 

· Simulation. Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· You Are a Campaign Manager: Help McCain Win Swing States and Swing Voters 

· Comparative Exercise: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· Comparing Political Parties 

· Timeline: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· The Evolution of Political Parties in the United States or
· Third Parties in American History 

· Visual Literacy: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· State Control and National Platforms 

· Post-Test: Check your comprehension of the concepts presented in the text and get a detailed study plan by taking the practice test for Chapter 8. The online flashcards can also be used to test your vocabulary.

· Chapter Exam: Complete the chapter exam and submit it for a grade.

· Current Events Quiz: Complete this week’s current events quiz to test your knowledge of major political events.

· Weekly Poll: Take the weekly poll and discover the values and beliefs held by other students of American government from across the country.

Week 5. Campaigns and Elections
Learning Objectives:

· 9.1: Evaluate the fairness of our current system of presidential primaries and caucuses.

· 9.3: Outline how fundraising for federal offices is regulated by campaign finance laws.

· 9.4: Determine why campaigns have an important yet limited impact on election outcomes.

· 10.1: Distinguish the types of elections in the United States.

· 10.4: Assess the impact of party identification, candidate evaluations, and policy opinions on voting behavior.

· 10.5: Evaluate the fairness of the electoral college system for choosing the president. 

Text Readings:

· Edwards, et al., Chapters 9 and 10
· Chapter Pre-Test: Before beginning the readings, be sure to take the chapter pre-tests to get a sense of the material’s relevancy. Organize your time by using the study plans created by these pre-tests.

MyPoliSciLab Activities:

· Videos: Watch and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Who are the Super Delegates?

· Money in the 2008 Presidential Race

· Oprah Fires Up Obama Campaign

· Dissecting Party Primaries or
· State Primary Race

· Simulation. Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· You are a Campaign Manager: Lead Obama to Battleground State Victory,

· You Are a Media Consultant to a Political Candidate 

· You Are a Campaign Manager: McCain Navigates Campaign Financing 

· You Are an Informed Voter Helping Your Classmates Decide How to Vote or
· You Are a Campaign Manager: Countdown to 270!

· Comparative Exercise: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Comparing Political Campaigns or
· Comparing Voting and Elections

· Timeline: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Television and Presidential Campaigns 

· Nominating Process or
· Close Calls in Presidential Elections 

· Visual Literacy:  Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Iowa Caucuses

· Voting Turnout-Who Votes in the United States? or
· The Electoral College: Campaign Consequences and Mapping the Results

· Post-Test: Check your comprehension of the concepts presented in the text and get a detailed study plan by taking the practice tests for Chapters 9 and 10. The online flashcards can also be used to test your vocabulary.

· Chapter Exam: Complete the chapter exam and submit it for a grade.

· Current Events Quiz: Complete this week’s current events quiz to test your knowledge of major political events.

· Weekly Poll: Take the weekly poll and discover the values and beliefs held by other students of American government from across the country.

Week 6. Interests Groups
Learning Objectives:

· 11.1: Describe the role of interest groups in American politics.

· 11.2: Compare and contrast the theories of pluralism, elitism, and hyperpluralism.

· 11.3: Analyze the factors that make some interest groups more successful than others in the political arena. 
· 11.4: Assess the four basic strategies that interest groups use to try to shape policy.

· 11.5: Identify the various types of interest groups and their policy concerns.

· 11.6: Evaluate how well Madison's ideas for controlling the influence of interest groups have worked in practice. 

Text Readings:

· Edwards, et al., Chapter 11
· Chapter Pre-Test: Before beginning the readings, be sure to take the chapter pre-tests to get a sense of the material’s relevancy. Organize your time by using the study plans created by these pre-tests.

MyPoliSciLab Activities:

· Videos: Watch and submit answers to the review questions for:

· American Cancer Society Recommendation

· Murtha and the PMA Lobbyists

· California Teachers Stage Sit-Ins

· Simulation. Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· You Are a Lobbyist

· Comparative Exercise: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· Comparing Interest Groups

· Timeline: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· Interest Groups and Campaign Finance 

· Post-Test: Check your comprehension of the concepts presented in the text and get a detailed study plan by taking the practice test for Chapter 11. The online flashcards can also be used to test your vocabulary.

· Chapter Exam: Complete the chapter exam and submit it for a grade.

· Current Events Quiz: Complete this week’s current events quiz to test your knowledge of major political events.

· Weekly Poll: Take the weekly poll and discover the values and beliefs held by other students of American government from across the country.

Week 7. Congress
Learning Objectives:

· 12.1: Characterize the backgrounds of members of Congress and assess their impact on the ability of members of Congress to represent average Americans.

· 12.2: Identify the principal factors influencing the outcomes in congressional elections.

· 12.3: Compare and contrast the House and Senate, and describe the roles of congressional leaders, committees, caucuses, and staff.

· 12.4: Outline the path of bills to passage and explain the influences on congressional decision making. 
· 12.5: Assess Congress's role as a representative body and the impact of representation on the scope of government. 

Text Readings:
· Edwards, et al., Chapter 12
· Chapter Pre-Test: Before beginning the readings, be sure to take the chapter pre-tests to get a sense of the material’s relevancy. Organize your time by using the study plans created by these pre-tests.

MyPoliSciLab Activities:

· Videos: Watch and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Unknown Wins South Carolina Senate Primary or
· Kagan Hearing

· Simulation. Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· How a Bill Becomes a Law or
· You Are a Member of Congress

· Comparative Exercise: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· Comparing Legislatures

· Timeline: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· The Power of the Speaker of the House 

· Visual Literacy: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Congressional Redistricting or
· Why is it So Hard to Defeat an Incumbent

· Post-Test: Check your comprehension of the concepts presented in the text and get a detailed study plan by taking the practice test for Chapter 12. The online flashcards can also be used to test your vocabulary.

· Chapter Exam: Complete the chapter exam and submit it for a grade.

· Current Events Quiz: Complete this week’s current events quiz to test your knowledge of major political events.

· Weekly Poll: Take the weekly poll and discover the values and beliefs held by other students of American government from across the country.

Week 8. The Presidency
Learning Objectives:

· 13.1: Characterize the expectations for and the backgrounds of presidents and identify paths to the White House and how presidents may be removed.

· 13.2: Evaluate the president's constitutional powers and the expansion of presidential power. 
· 13.3: Describe the roles of the vice president, cabinet, Executive Office of the President, White House staff, and First Lady.

· 13.4: Assess the impact of various sources of presidential influence on the president's ability to win congressional support.

· 13.5: Analyze the president's powers in making national security policy and the relationship between the president and Congress in this arena. 
· 13.8: Assess the role of presidential power in the American democracy and the president's impact on the scope of government. 
Text Readings:
· Edwards, et al., Chapter 13
· Chapter Pre-Test: Before beginning the readings, be sure to take the chapter pre-tests to get a sense of the material’s relevancy. Organize your time by using the study plans created by these pre-tests.

MyPoliSciLab Activities:

· Videos: Watch and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Bush and the Congress or
· The Government Bails Out Automakers

· Simulation. Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Presidential Leadership: Which Hat Do You Wear? or
· You Are a President during a Nuclear Power Plant Meltdown

· Comparative Exercise: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· Comparing Chief Executives

· Timeline: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· The Executive Order Over Time 

· Visual Literacy: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· Presidential Success in Polls and Congress

· Post-Test: Check your comprehension of the concepts presented in the text and get a detailed study plan by taking the practice test for Chapter 13. The online flashcards can also be used to test your vocabulary.

· Chapter Exam: Complete the chapter exam and submit it for a grade.

· Current Events Quiz: Complete this week’s current events quiz to test your knowledge of major political events.

· Weekly Poll: Take the weekly poll and discover the values and beliefs held by other students of American government from across the country.

Week 9. Budgets and Bureaucracy
Learning Objectives:

· 14.1: Describe the sources of funding for the federal government and assess the consequences of tax expenditures and borrowing. 
· 14.3: Outline the budgetary process and explain the role that politics plays.

· 14.4: Assess the impact of democratic politics on budgetary growth and of the budget on scope of government. 
· 15.2: Differentiate the four types of agencies into which the federal bureaucracy is organized.

· 15.3: Identify the factors that influence the effectiveness of bureaucratic implementation of public policy. 
· 15.4: Describe how bureaucracies regulate, and assess deregulation and alternative approaches to regulation.

Text Readings:

· Edwards, et al., Chapters 14 and 15
· Chapter Pre-Test: Before beginning the readings, be sure to take the chapter pre-tests to get a sense of the material’s relevancy. Organize your time by using the study plans created by these pre-tests.

MyPoliSciLab Activities:

· Videos: Watch and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· The Stimulus Breakdown

· The CDC and the Swine Flu or
· Internal Problems at the FDA

· Simulation. Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· You Are the President and Need to Get a Tax Cut Passed
· You Are the Head of FEMA,

· You Are Deputy Director of the Census Bureau
· You Are the President of MEDICORP or
· You Are a Federal Administrator 
· Comparative Exercise: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· Comparing Bureaucracies

· Timeline: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Growth of the Budget and Federal Spending or
· The Evolution of the Federal Bureaucracy 

· Visual Literacy: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· The Changing Face of Federal Bureaucracy

· Post-Test: Check your comprehension of the concepts presented in the text and get a detailed study plan by taking the practice tests for Chapters 14 and 15. The online flashcards can also be used to test your vocabulary.

· Chapter Exam: Complete the chapter exam and submit it for a grade.

· Current Events Quiz: Complete this week’s current events quiz to test your knowledge of major political events.

· Weekly Poll: Take the weekly poll and discover the values and beliefs held by other students of American government from across the country.

Week 10. The Courts
Learning Objectives:

· 16.2: Outline the structure of the federal court system and the major responsibilities of each component.

· 16.3: Explain the process by which judges and justices are nominated and confirmed.

· 16.5: Outline the judicial process at the Supreme Court level and assess the major factors influencing decisions and their implementation. 
· 16.6: Trace the Supreme Court's use of judicial review in major policy battles in various eras of American history.

· 16.7: Assess the role of unelected courts and the scope of judicial power in American democracy.

Text Readings:

· Edwards, et al., Chapter 16
· Chapter Pre-Test: Before beginning the readings, be sure to take the chapter pre-tests to get a sense of the material’s relevancy. Organize your time by using the study plans created by these pre-tests.

MyPoliSciLab Activities:

· Videos: Watch and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Prosecuting Corruption

· Prosecuting Cyber Crime

· Court Rules on Hazelton's Immigration Laws or
· Most Significant Abortion Ruling in 30 Years

· Simulation. Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· You Are a Young Lawyer 

· You Are the President and Need to Appoint a Supreme Court Justice or
· You Are a Clerk to Supreme Court Justice Judith Gray

· Comparative Exercise: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· Comparing Judiciaries

· Timeline: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· Chief Justices of the Supreme Court

· Visual Literacy: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· Case Overload

· Post-Test: Check your comprehension of the concepts presented in the text and get a detailed study plan by taking the practice test for Chapter 16. The online flashcards can also be used to test your vocabulary.

· Chapter Exam: Complete the chapter exam and submit it for a grade.

· Current Events Quiz: Complete this week’s current events quiz to test your knowledge of major political events.

· Weekly Poll: Take the weekly poll and discover the values and beliefs held by other students of American government from across the country.

Week 11. Public Policy
Learning Objectives:

· 17.1: Assess the role that government plays in our mixed economy.

· 17.2: Identify the two main policy tools that American government can employ to address economic problems.

· 18.3: Trace the changes over time in major federal welfare programs.

· 18.6: Assess the impact of social welfare policies on democracy and the scope of government in America.

· 19.4: Assess the role of democratic politics in making health care, environmental and energy policy and the effect of these policies on the scope of government. 
· 20.1: Identify the major instruments and actors in making national security policy.

· 20.5: Analyze the evolving challenges for U.S. national security policy.

Text Readings:
· Edwards, et al., Chapters 17-20
· Chapter Pre-Test: Before beginning the readings, be sure to take the chapter pre-tests to get a sense of the material’s relevancy. Organize your time by using the study plans created by these pre-tests.

MyPoliSciLab Activities:

· Videos: Watch and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Recession Hits Indiana

· Fed Approves Mortgage Crackdown

· Economic Policy Debate at the G20

· Raising The Minimum Wage

· Health Care Plan

· Three Mile Island Anniversary

· Making Environmental Policy

· Evaluating the Invasion of Iraq

· NYCs Subway Surveillance System or
· Sanctions on Iran

· Simulation. Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Making Economic Policy

· You Are an Environmental Activist

· You Are the Newly Appointed Ambassador to the Country of Dalmatia

· You Are President John F. Kennedy or
· You Are the President of the United States 

· Comparative Exercise: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Comparing Economic Policy

· Comparing Social Welfare Systems

· Comparing Health Systems or
· Comparing Foreign and Security Policy

· Timeline: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· The Evolution of Social Welfare Policy or
· The Evolution of Foreign Policy 

· Visual Literacy: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Where the Money Goes
· Evaluating Federal Spending And Economic Policy

· Evaluating Defense Spending

· Post-Test: Check your comprehension of the concepts presented in the text and get a detailed study plan by taking the practice tests for Chapters 17, 18, 19, and 20. The online flashcards can also be used to test your vocabulary.

· Chapter Exam: Complete the chapter exam and submit it for a grade.

· Current Events Quiz: Complete this week’s current events quiz to test your knowledge of major political events.

· Weekly Poll: Take the weekly poll and discover the values and beliefs held by other students of American government from across the country.

Week 12. State and Local Government
Learning Objectives:

· 21.1: Describe how state constitutions differ and a common process for amending state constitutions.

· 21.2: Summarize recent patterns in partisan competition in state elections and party control in state government.

· 21.6: Differentiate types of direct democracy, and evaluate direct democracy. 
· 21.7: Explain Dillon's rule, and differentiate five types of local government. 
· 21.8: Contrast state revenue and expenditures with local revenue and expenditures and outline ways state and local governments have tried to increase revenue.

· 21.9: Assess the democratic elements and the problems of state and local government.

Text Readings:

· Edwards, et al., Chapter 21
· Chapter Pre-Test: Before beginning the readings, be sure to take the chapter pre-tests to get a sense of the material’s relevancy. Organize your time by using the study plans created by these pre-tests.

MyPoliSciLab Activities:

· Videos: Watch and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Wisconsin Governor Seeks to Remove 'sexting' DA or
· Battling City Corruption

· Simulation. Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· You Are Attempting to Revise the Texas Constitution

· You Are Attempting to Revise the California Constitution 

· You Are the Governor  

· You are a State Legislator

· You Are the Mayor and Need to Get a Town Budget Passed or
· You Are the Director of Economic Development for the City of Los Angeles, California

· Comparative Exercise: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for one of the following:

· Comparing Executive Branches

· Comparing Judicial Systems or
· Comparing State and Local Government

· Timeline: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· Initiatives and Referendums 

· Visual Literacy: Complete and submit answers to the review questions for:

· Explaining Differences in State Laws

· Post-Test: Check your comprehension of the concepts presented in the text and get a detailed study plan by taking the practice test for Chapter 21. The online flashcards can also be used to test your vocabulary.

· Chapter Exam: Complete the chapter exam and submit it for a grade.

· Current Events Quiz: Complete this week’s current events quiz to test your knowledge of major political events.

· Weekly Poll: Take the weekly poll and discover the values and beliefs held by other students of American government from across the country.
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